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BREAKING NEWS 
Legislative Alert: 

Tree trimming preemption to 
abolish city and county tree 
protections 

  

 

 

  

Fun Festivals 
and Events 

  

Central 

Thr March 10 
Florida Strawberry 
Festival, Plant City 
Thr March 16 
Real Music Concert 
Series, Tampa Bay 



"Tree pruning, trimming, or removal on residential 
property" 

"...A local government may not enforce an ordinance 
or regulation governing the pruning, trimming, or 
removal of trees on residential property which 
requires a permit, an application, the provision of 
notice, a fee, or a fine when either of the following 
applies: 
 
The residential property is in a county that is subject 
to a tropical storm watch or warning or a hurricane 
watch or warning or is experiencing a tropical storm, 
a hurricane, or a declared state of emergency, and 
the property owner has determined that a tree on 
his or her property is damaged,diseased, or pest-
infested, or presents a danger to others or property. 
 
The property owner has obtained from an arborist 
who is certified by a certification program of the 
International Dociety of Arboriculture proof that the 
tree is damaged, diseased, or pest-infested, or 
presents a danger to others or property. 
 
A local government may not require a property 
owner to replant a tree that has been removed in 
accordance with this section..." 
 
-- From SB 1400 as of 2/27/2019 

Keep up with current status of SB1400 here 

"Latest spat about St. Pete Pier is 
over signs"

March 1-3 
St Petersburg Seafood 
and Music Festival, St 
Petersburg 
March 1-3 
Swamp Fest, Weeki 
Wachee 
March 2 
First Saturday Workshops 
and Jam, Barberville 
March 2 
Brevard County 4-H 
Family 5K, Melbourne 
March 2-3 
Lake Mary-Heathrow 
Festival of the Arts, Lake 
Mary 
March 2-3 
Floral City Strawberry 
Festival, Floral City 
March 2-3 
The Grant Seafood 
Festival, Grant 
March 2-3 
Raymond James 
Gasparilla Festival of the 
Arts, Tampa 
March 2-3 
Palm Harbor Craft 
Festival, Palm Harbor 
March 3 
Chocolate Festival, 
Melbourne 
March 6 – June 3 
Epcot International 
Flower and Garden 
Festival, Lake Buena 
Vista 
March 7-10 
Space Coast Seafood and 
Music Fest, Viera 
March 8-7 
Firefighters’ Indian River 
County Fair, Vero Beach 
March 8-17 
Orlando Bike Week, 
Orlando 
March 8-17 
Bike Week, Daytona 
Beach 
March 9 
Taste of Oviedo, Oviedo 
March 15-17 
ShrimpFest and Craft 
Brew Hullabaloo, 
Sebastian 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=65349741&msgid=1103658&act=4F0C&c=639645&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flsenate.gov%2FSession%2FBills%2F2019%3Fchamber%3Dsenate%26billNumber%3D1400
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"Deputy Mayor Kanika Tomalin and the City Council 
get into a testy discussion over the number and type 
of signs...the quarrel is about the signs that will 
sprout throughout the 26-acre Pier District... 
 
For some council members, it was about what they 
viewed as a possible proliferation of signs at the new 
Pier. And to their horror, that some might be 
digital... 
 
The issue was raised by Council member Ed 
Montanari, who had enlarged diagrams attached to 
the agenda item seeking council approval for funds 
to design the foundations and installation for 
wayfinding signs at the Pier. 
 
'I was shocked by the number of signs that are going 
to be out there. I counted 91. ... When I looked at 
the descriptions, there are four signs out there that 
look like the digital billboards that we discussed last 
October and they are called directory kiosks.' he 
said. 'I want to get more information of what can be 
displayed on these kiosks.' 
 
'When I see the number of signs out there, the first 
thing that came to mind to me was the Las Vegas 
strip' he said, later explaining that he came up with 
his count by totalling dots on the diagrams he had 
enlarged... 
 
'If we need 91 signs on the Pier in order for people 

March 15-17 
Annual Winter Park 
Sidewalk Art Festival, 
Winter Park 
March 15-17 
Space Coast Warbird Air 
Show, Titusville 
March 16 
Downtown DeLand Classic 
Car Show, DeLand 
March 22-24 
Annual Spring Daytona 
Turkey Run 
March 23 
Jerry's Tiki Bar Spring 
Break Reggae Festival, 
Ponce Inlet 
March 23-24 
16th Annual Spring Fine 
Arts Festival, Englewood 
March 25-31 
Citrus County Fair, 
Inverness 
March 30-31 
Melbourne Air and Space 
Show, Melbourne 
  

South 

  
Thr March 10 
Southwest Florida and 
Lee County Fair, North 
Fort Myers 
Thr March 10 
Festival of the Arts BOCA, 
Boca Raton 
March 1-10 
Miami International Film 
Festival, Miami 
March 2 
Conch Shell Blowing 
Contest, Key West 
March 2 
JM Lexus Sunday Jazz 
Brunch, Fort Lauderdale 
March 2 
Sharks Tooth 10K Run, 
Venice 
March 2 
Southwest Florida 
Reading Festival, Fort 
Myers 
March 2-3 
Downtown Venice Art 
Classic, Venice 



to find their way around, we have too much stuff. ... 
This is clutter,' she said. 'I too was troubled by the 
addition of digital kiosks. ... I don’t see where they 
are really necessary...' 
 
[The matter was deferred.]" 
 
-- Waveney Ann Moore, Tampa Bay Times 

Read entire article 

"High Tech Murals in Miami: New 
Wynwood mural uses technology to 
teach people about Florida's 
environment  

Video: WPLG Local10.com 

"Miami's Wynwood neighborhood is well-known for its 
amazing murals, but now they are going high-tech... 
 
On the surface, the mural is impressive in its own 
right... 
 
An alligator, a coyote, a manatee and more than a 
dozen other animals near extinction or symbolic to 
our state are featured in the mural... 
 
'People can actually scan each of these animals and 
species and explore the mural, and it would actually 
bring to life a 3D environment with video education 
about each of these species,' [Linda Cheung, founder 
of Before It’s Too Late] said... 

March 2-3 
Las Olas Art Fair Part II, 
Fort Lauderdale 
March 2-26 
33rd Annual Sanibel Music 
Festival, Sanibel Island 
March 3 
13 
1 Marathon Miami, Miami 
Beach 
March 7-9 
Sanibel Shell Fair and 
Show, Sanibel Island 
March 7-10 
All-Florida Championship 
Rodeo, Arcadia 
March 8-10 
Fairchild's International 
Orchid Festival, Coral 
Gables 
March 9 
Evening on Antique Row, 
West Palm Beach 
March 9-10 
Original Marathon 
Seafood Festival, 
Marathon 
March 9-10 
Art Fest by the Sea, Juno 
Beach 
March 9-10 
Punta Gorda Sullivan 
Street Craft Festival, 
Punta Gorda 
March 10 
Calle Ocho Music Festival, 
Miami 
March 10-11 
Fort Myers Beach Lions 
Club Shrimp Festival, Fort 
Myers Beach 
March 14 – April 7 
Miami-Dade County Fair 
and Exposition, Miami 
March 15-16 
Delray Beach St Patrick’s 
Day Festival, Delray 
Beach 
March 15-16 
Historic House Tours, Key 
West 
March 16-17 
Peace River National Art 
Festival, Punta Gorda 
March 16-17 
Royal Palm Beach 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=65349741&msgid=1103658&act=4F0C&c=639645&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tampabay.com%2Fst-petersburg%2Flatest-spat-about-st-pete-pier-is-over-signs-20190225%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=65349741&msgid=1103658&act=4F0C&c=639645&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.local10.com%2Fvideo%2Fnew-mural-in-wynwood-teaches-lesson-about-floridas-environment


 
Juan Carlos Gallo is still developing the app and 
working to make adjustments so the software can 
recognize the images both during the day and at 
night. " 
 
-- Roy Ramos, WPLG Local10.com 

Watch Video or Read entire article 

  

"Who Will Benefit from Miami’s 
New Rails-to-Trails Park?" 

Artist's Rendering 

"Miami’s newest infrastructure project happened 
after Meg Daly broke both her arms. 
 
'I couldn’t do anything for myself for a while,' Daly 
says. After three weeks of getting driven to physical 
therapy, she decided to hop on Miami’s Metrorail, a 
mostly elevated rail system. 
 
'I ended up taking the train, getting off and then 
walking below the train above me,' Daly says. That’s 
when she noticed the undeveloped land beneath the 
train. 'I was like: Why aren’t we doing something 
with this land?' 

Seafood Festival, 
Commons Park, Royal 
Palm Beach 
March 16-17 
Coral Springs Festival of 
the Arts, Coral Springs 
March 21 
Third Thursday Art Walk, 
Islamorada 
March 22-24 
Marco Island Seafood and 
Music Festival, Marco 
Island 
March 23 
16th Annual TurtleFest, 
Juno Beach 
March 28-31 
Palm Beach International 
Boat Show, West Palm 
Beach 
March 29-31 
Ultra Music Festival, 
Miami 
March 30-31 
Southernmost Air Show, 
Key West 
March 30-31 
Palm Beach Pride, Lake 
Worth 
March 30-31 
Dania Beach Arts and 
Seafood Celebration, 
Dania Beach 
March 31 
Deering Seafood Festival, 
Miami 
  

North 

  
March 1-5 
Mardi Gras, Pensacola 
March 1-31 
Miniature Marks Art 
Exhibit, St Augustine 
March 2 
Menorcan Cultural 
Celebration, St Augustine 
March 2 
Race the Tortoise 5K, 
High Springs 
March 2-3 
Azalea Festival, Palatka 
March 2-3 
The Gulf Coast 
Renaissance Faire, Milton 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=65349741&msgid=1103658&act=4F0C&c=639645&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.local10.com%2Fvideo%2Fnew-mural-in-wynwood-teaches-lesson-about-floridas-environment


 
Photo: Meg Daly 

So she thought of the idea for the Underline, a 10-
mile, 120-acre linear park with a walking and biking 
path that will be built under the rail tracks. The 
Underline, plans to connect South Miami, Coral 
Gables and downtown Miami, follows in the 
footsteps of projects such as New York City’s High 
Line and Atlanta’s BeltLine. Daly founded the 
nonprofit Friends of the Underline in 2015 in order 
to partner with Miami-Dade County — who owns the 
land — and secure funds for ongoing operations. 
 
After years of planning and having discussions with 
the community, the Underline broke ground on Nov. 
1, 2018, with the first half-mile segment now under 
construction. The management, maintenance and 
programming of the Underline will be run by the 
Underline Management Organization, a nonprofit 
represented by Friends of The Underline, Miami-
Dade County, the Florida Department of 
Transportation, the Federal Transit Administration 
and three municipalities..." 
 
-- Adina Solomon,Next City 

Read entire article 

March 7-10 
Amelia Island Concours 
d'Elegance, Amelia Island 
March 8-10 
The St Augustine Celtic 
Music and Heritage 
Festival, St Augustine 
March 9 
Gate River Run, 
Jacksonville 
March 22-24 
Lions Seafood Festival, St 
Augustine 
March 1 
First Friday at Railroad 
Square Art Park, 
Tallahassee 
March 2 
Race the Tortoise 5K, 
High Springs 
March 2-3 
Azalea Festival, Palatka 
March 3 
Tallahassee Jewish Food 
and Cultural Festival, 
Tallahassee 
March 7-10 
Red Hills International 
Horse Trials, Tallahassee 
March 10-15 
Flori-Bama Expedition on 
the Perdido River, 
Gainesville 
March 14-17 
NHRA Gatornationals, 
Gainesville 
March 15-17 
Smokin' in the Square, 
Pensacola 
March 21-24 
Suwannee Spring 
Reunion, Live Oak 
March 23 
Destin Pooch Palooza, 
Destin 
March 23-24 
Spring Garden Festival, 
Gainesville 
March 29-30 
Springtime Tallahassee 
Festival and Grand 
Parade, Tallahassee 
  
  
For many more events 
and details please visit 
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"Lawmakers move to revive 
National Scenic Byways Program" 
 

 

"Lawmakers move to revive National Scenic Byways 
Programmerica's scenic roadways got a major boost 
in Congress on February 6 as the House of 
Representatives passed a bill to restart the dormant 
National Scenic Byways Program, while companion 
legislation was introduced in the Senate. 

'We are thrilled with Congress' support for scenic 
byways,' said Mark Falzone, president of Scenic 
America. 'The National Scenic Byways Program is a 
proven winner: it protects places with historic, 
scenic and cultural significance and contributes to 
local economies by promoting them as destinations.' 
 
The House Bill, H.R. 831, sponsored by Rep. David 
Cicilline, Democrat of Rhode Island, and Rep. Garret 
Graves, Republican of Louisiana, passed 
overwhelmingly by a vote of 404 – 19. 
 
'As Rhode Islanders know, our state is home to some 
of the most beautiful scenic byways in the country,' 
said Rep. Cicilline. 'This bipartisan bill will allow us 
to capitalize on our state's natural beauty and 
generate millions of dollars in new economic 
activity. I'm pleased that this bill passed the House 
today and I look forward to seeing it signed into 
law.' 
 
'Louisiana's historical byways weave through her 
natural beauty and help tell the story of our history 
and unique culture. They are critical to preserving 
our heritage, growing our economy for the future 
and caring for our rural communities,' said Rep. 
Graves. 
 
The Senate bill, S. 349, also enjoys bipartisan 

the Orlando Times Travel 
Calendar here 
  

 

 

  



support and is sponsored by Sen. Susan Collins, 
Republican of Maine, and Senator Ben Cardin, 
Democrat of Maryland. 
 
'I am proud that my home state of Maine boasts not 
only three National Scenic Byways, but also the 
Acadia All-American Road. These roadways provide 
Mainers and tourists alike with spectacular views and 
memorable experiences, while at the same time 
spurring much-needed economic activity in the 
surrounding areas,' said Senator Collins. 'The 
National Scenic Byways Program represents a true 
win-win scenario by protecting precious corridors 
and providing tangible benefits for local 
communities.' 
 
'Maryland is home to 18 designated byways, and the 
reopening of this program will be beneficial to 
future development and maintenance of these 
important routes,' said Senator Cardin. 'This program 
helps direct visitors to areas of interest along our 
scenic byways, and generates revenue for the 
surrounding communities.' 
 
'We applaud the exemplary leadership of Rep. 
Cicilline and Rep. Graves resulting in today's passage 
of scenic byways legislation in the House,' said 
Falzone. 'And we extend our sincere appreciation to 
Senator Collins and Senator Cardin for their visionary 
support of our country's scenic roadways and rural 
economies. We look forward to helping pass their 
bill in the Senate.' 
 
Since its inception in 1991 the program has 
bestowed the National Scenic Byway designation on 
150 roads around the country, but the last round of 
designations occurred ten years ago and Congress 
officially pulled support for the program in 2012. 
 
National Scenic Byways have been shown to generate 
significant economic activity for nearby 
communities, many of which are small and rural in 
nature. A 2010 report from the University of 
Minnesota showed a $21.6 million economic impact 
from traveler spending along both the Paul Bunyan 



Scenic Byway and nearby Lake Country Scenic 
Byway. A 2013 study of Scenic Byway 12 in Utah 
found that the byway generated nearly $13 million 
annually in local spending. 
 
A recent survey found that 44 state scenic byways 
across the country are prepared to take advantage 
of the legislation as soon as the program is 
reopened. 'The National Scenic Byway designation 
means these roads are sought out by both domestic 
and international travelers, and it's critical that we 
provide local byways with the opportunity to seek 
the national recognition and reap the well-
established benefits,' said Falzone. 
 
Scenic America encourages the public to reach out 
to their Members of Congress in support of this bill 
by visiting: www.scenic.org/byways 
 
Allied organization statements on passage of H.R. 
831 and introduction of S. 349: 
 
'The American Society of Landscape Architects 
(ASLA) strongly supports the long-overdue revival of 
the National Scenic Byways Program nominations 
process, which will reinvigorate one of this country's 
most important programs for connecting Americans 
to the scenic and cultural treasures of the nation. 
Landscape architects, as stewards of the built and 
natural environments, welcome today's action in the 
House of Representatives and hope that it will soon 
be matched in the Senate so that this remarkable 
collection of roadways can be expanded and the 
benefits of Scenic Byway designation can be brought 
to even more places whose scenic, cultural, and 
historic qualities represent the best of American 
life.' 
 
Nancy Somerville, Hon. ASLA. ASLA Executive Vice 
President 
 
'As part of the coalition that helped create the 
National Scenic Byways Program in 1991, the 
American Motorcyclist Association is excited about 
today's passage of H.R. 831, the Reviving America's 

http://www.scenic.org/byways


Scenic Byways Act of 2019. Today's vote moves us 
one step closer to reopening the National Scenic 
Byways Program, which has preserved and enhanced 
many motorcyclists' favorite roads like the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, stretching from North Carolina to 
Virginia, and the Beartooth Highway between 
Montana and Wyoming. The AMA thanks Congressman 
David Cicilline for sponsoring this important 
legislation.' 
 
Wayne Allard VP of Government Relations American 
Motorcyclist Association 
 
'We applaud the leadership of Representatives 
Cicilline and Graves in championing legislation to 
revitalize the Scenic Byway program. For over 100 
years, the GCA has embraced roadside beauty and 
the need to enhance and protect the scenic 
character of our communities and countryside. The 
Scenic Byway program will help limit the visual 
blight of billboards while providing economic 
opportunities for tourism and recreation important 
to sustaining small towns.' 
 
Anne Neal Petri President The Garden Club of 
America 
 
'We applaud Congressional action to revive a 
program of great importance to those touring our 
wonderful nation and seeking its stories -- historic, 
natural and cultural. Byways are the roads 
Americans love and have been championed by 
Charles Kuralt, George H.W. Bush, Jay Rockefeller, 
Jim Oberstar and many more. New byways offer 
economic sustainability to rural communities and 
connect those communities with public lands and 
waters.' 
 
Derrick A. Crandall Outdoor Solutions USA 
 
'So many of America's roadways, in particular, the 
designated Scenic Byways, tell the story of history 
and culture of the Native Americans. There are still 
so many more scenic routes to establish just as there 
are many untold Native American stories yet to tell.' 



 
Camille Ferguson Executive Director American Indian 
Alaska Native Tourism Association" 
 
-- Scenic America 

Visit Scenic America's Blog 
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