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Commercial Litter in Public Spaces:
"South Walton group wants ‘ghost
chairs’ to vanish"
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"Empty beach chairs won’t occupy large swaths of
the prime Walton County coastline next tourist
season if the South Walton Community Council has its
way.



The council, represented at Tuesday’s County
Commission by John Reichenbach, wants to see some
pretty drastic changes to the way beach vendors
conduct business.

“We think it’s critical we get behind a managed
beach vendor program,” Reichenbach told
commissioners.

Among the changes proposed by the Community
Council is a regulation that would “eliminate ghost
chairs” by requiring vendors to set up their chairs
only after a beach-going customers arrive and
remove it when they leave.

Although he came to the meeting prepared for
discussion, Reichenbach will have to wait until next
year for a public hearing on beach code revision
recommendations.

Before he even stood to speak, commissioners voted
to postpone any discussion Tuesday and schedule a
forum for Jan. 9 to debate what will likely be a long
series of beach management proposals...

Walton County has heard complaints for years about
vendors taking up too much beach space by setting
up chairs that nobody sits in. They’ve also heard that
vendors are too aggressive or that they set up dozens
of chairs in prime locations along the water early in
the morning before locals and visitors can claim a
spot.

Like many other things along the beaches of South
Walton, the vendor issues were exacerbated this
year by the implementation of House Bill 631, which
led to squabbling over customary use of the beach
and private property rights.

Along with its call to eliminate ghost chairs, the
South Walton Community Council also recommended
that the number of beach vendor permits be limited
and that a code enforcement officer or paid beach
monitor be employed to watch for ordinance
violations."




-- Tom Mclaughlin, NWF Daily News

Read entire article

Read additional WJFG article on possible reqgulations

Commercial Litter in Public Spaces:
Dockless scooters and bicycles left
on Florida's streets and sidewalks
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"The Rise of Electric Scooter
Regulations - U.S. cities grapple
with the regulatory challenges
posed by electric scooter sharing
programs.”


http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=64227971&msgid=1101881&act=0EFH&c=639645&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nwfdailynews.com%2Fnews%2F20181211%2Fsouth-walton-group-wants-ghost-chairs-to-vanish
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=64227971&msgid=1101881&act=0EFH&c=639645&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wjhg.com%2Fcontent%2Fnews%2FShould-Walton-County-have-more-regulations-for-beach-vendors-493206391.html

"Cities across the country have been invaded by
flocks of Birds. But these Birds do not have wings—
they have wheels.

Bird is the largest of several electric scooter share
companies operating in cities worldwide. Scooter
users download an app to locate and unlock the
motorized scooters, then rent them by the minute.
The scooters are dockless and tracked by GPS, so
users can park them anywhere at the end of a ride
instead of returning them to a designated location.

In theory, these programs are similar to bike shares
like Indego, Divvy, and CitiBike, which offer short-
term bicycle rentals within certain cities. But the
sudden rollout of motorized scooters on city
sidewalks—sometimes without warning—has
demanded rapid regulatory responses from city
officials.

In Los Angeles, where Bird unexpectedly launched
last fall, many residents eagerly adopted motorized
scooters as a short-distance transportation option.
But the city government also received immediate
complaints.

According to scooter share companies, users are
supposed to ride scooters in bike lanes and park
them near bike racks. But in practice, riders often
zoom along sidewalks. Users also park scooters
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where they block pedestrian traffic, frustrating other
residents.

Los Angeles issued a cease-and-desist letter to Bird
in June 2018, demanding it to 'remove any and all
vehicles' from the city. But the letter also stated
that the city had a 'pending regulatory process for
permitting scooters' which, if adopted, would allow
Bird—and similar companies such as Lime and Spin—
to operate scooter shares legally.

Since then, Los Angeles City Council approved a city-
wide dockless vehicle pilot program. The program
invited Bird and other companies to establish scooter
shares by following new rules about permitting,
parking, and maintenance. The regulations include a
requirement for companies to have a 24-hour contact
person available for 'emergency removals' of
scooters.

Other cities have also regulated scooters, including
Washington, D.C. The city began a formal pilot
program for dockless vehicles last year to test the
popularity of scooter and bike shares. According to
Washington’s Department of Transportation, the
program logged more than 625,000 rides since its
start date through June 2018.

Due to the high demand for dockless scooter and
bike sharing, Washington extended its pilot program
to the end of 2018 and plans to launch a new city-
wide permitting process in 2019...

Electric scooters...are more popular and affordable
than the Segway. In most cities, Bird charges a dollar
to unlock a scooter and only 15 cents per minute of
riding. This makes scooters available to users who
cannot or do not want to pay hundreds of dollars to
purchase their own scooter. The widespread
popularity of shared electric scooters has made calls
for their regulation far more pressing than those
raised by Segway.

Despite the scooter wave that has swept through
cities worldwide, one major city has held out—New
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"Standing Electric Scooters: Study Calendar here
Shows How You Can Get Injured”
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"Love hurts. So can crashing while riding on a
standing electric scooter. Or being hit by such a
scooter. Or tripping over such a scooter.

While many people seem to love cruising along on
these scooters, a study just published in JAMA
Network Open showed how such accidents could


http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=64227971&msgid=1101881&act=0EFH&c=639645&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theregreview.org%2F2019%2F01%2F03%2Fmancuso-electric-scooter-regulations%2F
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wheelie, wheelie hurt and raised questions about
whether the risk of riding such scooters is being
taken seriously enough...

To ride such a contraption, all you have to do is use
a smartphone app to unlock the scooter, stand on
the narrow platform, engage the handlebars, and
begin scooting along at speeds that can go up to 15
miles per hour. After finishing your ride, shedding
the scooter is simpler that getting rid of disposable
underwear. You can just drop the scooter off at your
destination, regardless of where that may be...

Gee whiz, what could possibly go wrong when people
are riding among pedestrians on motorized scooters
without wearing helmets or following traffic laws?"

-- Bruce Y. Lee, Forbes

Read entire article

Breathing Mannequin Bus Shelter:
"See the bus stop ad that’s
creeping them out"

Video: Fox 35, Orlando -

"The very lifelike naked mannequin is an ad for
Netflix’s “Altered Carbon”

A squishy, gooey, breathing advertisement is drawing
double-takes even in too-cool West Hollywood.


http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=64227971&msgid=1101881&act=0EFH&c=639645&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.forbes.com%2Fsites%2Fbrucelee%2F2019%2F01%2F26%2Fstanding-electric-scooters-study-shows-how-you-can-get-injured%2F%232fcd359b5dc2

On a Santa Monica Boulevard bus shelter, the plastic
pouch containing a very lifelike naked mannequin is
an ad for Netflix’s sci-fi drama “Altered Carbon.”

Those who dare to poke it find a creepily lifelike
fleshy texture. Gel-like goo oozes around the body,
which breathes..."

-- Bay Area News Group, The Mercury News

Read entire article

Watch Video on Fox 35, Orlando
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