Scenic Watch

Size Matters - New Miami tower proposal is Fun Festivals and
60 stories and includes nearly 85,000 SF of Events
LED advertising

One Times Square in NY is only 25 stories!

Central Florida

April 26-27

Halifax Oyster & Music Festival,
Daytona Beach

May 1

Jazz Friday at Foosaner Museum
of Art, Melbourne

May 1-2

Smokin' Blues, Bikes and BBQ,
St. Cloud

May 1

First Saturday Jam, Barberville
May 2-3

St. Johns River Festival of the
Arts, Sanford

May 2-3

Jazz on the Vineyard Green,
Clermont

May 3
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new project dwarfs the Miami Skyline

Photo: Shop Architects Courtesy via Miami Herald

"For months, Miami Beach developer Michael Simkins has been buying up properties
around Overtown, tearing down apartment buildings and — in some cases — sparking
resident's fury to the point that his construction equipment was set on fire earlier this
year. But Simkins' exact plans for those sites hasn't been clear.

Until now. Turns out Simkins wants to use the land in Miami's historically black
neighborhood to build a 633-foot 'media tower' covered with gigantic LED billboards.
Neighborhood preservationists and activists are already crying foul over the plans.

‘It's one of the worst projects ever proposed in Miami-Dade
County,' says Peter Ehrlich, founder of Scenic Miami, a group
formed in part to fight gigantic advertising projects. 'This is the
worst-case scenario we've ever envisioned since we were founded.'

Simkins proposal calls for nearly 85,000 square feet of LED ads...

Drawing: Proposal from Southeast Overtown/Park West showing placement of the
LED Displays Community Redevelopment Agency (via Miami Herald)




Ehrlich estimates that the signs would be visible from miles away. More germane to
the project, they'll be impossible to ignore for the tens of thousands of commuters
every day on both [-95 and 836. 'The proposed LED billboard tower might be visible
from 25-30 miles away,"' he says. 'If built, this LED billboard tower would be most
visually ugly structure in the State of Florida.'

Simkins, who hasn't returned an email from New Times seeking comment on the
project, has already run into controversy in Overtown, where his Lion Financial Group
has bought at least ten properties. In February, someone set one of his equipment on
fire outside an apartment building he'd just demolished. Simkins said the building was
dilapidated, but Edduard Prince, a community activist, said residents were fed up with
the pending development changing the neighborhood.

'The community is completely frustrated, and the frustration is growing," Prince
told New Times.

Now, Simkins will have another fight on his hands. Ehrlich's group and other activists
have long fought attempts to build electronic ads in Miami. The city's code forbids such
billboards, but it does have a loophole allowing 'media towers' such as Simkins'
proposal; however a similar County code outright forbids all such advertising, including
media towers.."

-- Tim Elfrink, Miami New Times

Many different citizen groups in Miami have taken up the fight against this project.

Scenic Miami-Dade's Peter Ehrlich has issued an alert asking for citizens to let
elected officials know that this advertising is unacceptable.

Visit the Scenic Miami-Dade website here

Read entire Miami New Times article
Additional News Coverage (partial list)

"Developer plans twisting, 633-foot LED billboard tower in Miami"
Read Miami Herald article

"When stuck in Miami traffic, developers want you to check out 58-story billboard"
R Daily Business review articl

"Gird your loins, the giant digital billboard wars are back"
Read Curbed article

Photo: WVTM13.com

"Homewood digital billboard removed, will
be relocated

New Point Digital agreed to move digital



http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=72035048&msgid=936485&act=BFDA&c=639645&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fscenicdade.org%2Ftake-action.html
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=72035048&msgid=936485&act=BFDA&c=639645&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.miaminewtimes.com%2Fnews%2Fdeveloper-wants-to-build-massive-led-advertising-tower-in-overtown-7579478
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=72035048&msgid=936485&act=BFDA&c=639645&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.miamiherald.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fcommunity%2Fmiami-dade%2Farticle19292724.html
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=72035048&msgid=936485&act=BFDA&c=639645&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailybusinessreview.com%2Fid%3D1202724333147%2FWhen-Stuck-in-Miami-Traffic-Developers-Want-You-to-Check-Out-58Story-Billboard
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=72035048&msgid=936485&act=BFDA&c=639645&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fmiami.curbed.com%2Farchives%2F2015%2F04%2F23%2Fgird-your-loins-the-giant-digital-billboard-wars-are-back.php
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=72035048&msgid=936485&act=BFDA&c=639645&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orlandosentinel.com%2Ftravel%2Fdestinations%2Fflorida%2Forl-florida-travel-calendar-april-story.html%23page%3D1

billboard after public outcry"

"A digital billboard which caused major pushback in one Homewood [AL] community is
coming down before it even displayed an ad...

The digital billboard went up at the beginning of the month.

After weeks of protests and outcry from families that live nearby, New Point Digital
began the process of moving the sign.

The fight at times got ugly, with New Point Digital President David DuBose saying his
family was threatened over the sign and local residents calling on New Point clients to
boycott the company.

Homewood resident Scott Dean was one of the people leading the charge against the
sign. He says they did nothing wrong to get results they wanted.

'l didn't feel like we did anything overboard. If you want a business to do something
that they don't want to do, you have to hit them in the wallet. And that was the
biggest thing we tried to do with going after some of their advertisers but also use
some of our public officials to put pressure on them as well,' Dean said.

This billboard will move to a new location. The company says the new site for the sign
has not been finalized so it can't give out any more details on where it will go."

-- WVTM13.com

Read entire article here



http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=72035048&msgid=936485&act=BFDA&c=639645&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wvtm13.com%2Fnews%2Fhomewood-digital-billboard-removed-will-be-relocated%2F32097852
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