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"On Wednesday, November 4, Scenic Jacksonville and Greenscape of Jacksonville will cohost an
event at The Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens to commemorate the 15th Anniversary of the
Tree Charter Amendment.

Fifteen years ago, Scenic Jacksonville (then known as Citizens for Tree Preservation) led a
successful citizens' initiative to conserve and protect Jacksonville's tree canopy. The measure
amended the City Charter to establish minimum standards for tree mitigation during
development, and passed in all 268 precincts with a landslide 76% voter approval on November
7, 2000.

During the celebratory event on November 4, the two organizations will also announce a new
tree challenge campaign, JAX DIGS TREES. The year-long tree campaign will encourage
citizens, schools, neighborhood organizations, businesses and civic groups to plant, protect and
promote trees.
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Scenic Jacksonville & Greenscape

JAX DIGS TREES is a citywide initiative to increase scenic beauty, create a healthier
community by increasing Jacksonville’s tree canopy and ensure the continuation of a vibrant,
urban tree cover. The new trees will add oxygen, clean the air, decrease the urban heat
island effect, slow rain water runoff, provide wildlife habitats, and add aesthetic benefits to
improve quality of life and increase property values.

Scenic Jacksonville Board President, Susan Caven, said, “We are thrilled to join Greenscape
and be a part of this exciting tree campaign. We look forward to working with individuals and
organizations all across Jacksonville to enhance the natural landscape and streetscapes of our
beautiful city for the enjoyment and benefit of our citizens, visitors and future generations.”
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The $600 million project will rebuild 1.4 miles of 1-395 from the 1-95/Midtown interchange to South Florida Auto Show, Miami


http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=72035048&msgid=968118&act=BFDA&c=639645&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scenicjax.org%2Fnews-issues%2Fitem%2F7-jax-digs-trees-begins-nov-4
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=72035048&msgid=968118&act=BFDA&c=639645&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fgreenscapeofjacksonville.com%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=72035048&msgid=968118&act=BFDA&c=639645&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DhHaAxmpm2WM
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=72035048&msgid=968118&act=BFDA&c=639645&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DhHaAxmpm2WM
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=72035048&msgid=968118&act=BFDA&c=639645&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCDFLiE2iGUvlZMmhemzy6eA

the west channel bridge of the MacArthur Causeway in Miami.

In preparation for rebuilding the roadway, the state recently agreed to a land swap with
Resorts World Miami.

The agreement called for the state transportation department to sign over about 607 square
feet of land to Resorts World in exchange for approximately 4,482 square feet from the
company...

The property is part of the large waterfront parcel that once was home to the Miami Herald.

Malaysia-based Genting Group purchased the 14-acre newspaper site in 2011 for $236 million.
It purchased surrounding properties and announced plans for a $3 billion luxury casino with
multiple towers, stores and an elevated beach and lagoon. Without winning a state OK for
casino gambling, the plan has been scaled back to two residential towers, a hotel and retail...

The look of the so-called signature bridge is still undecided, even though the transportation
department and review committee narrowed down proposed designs last year.

Last October, the state reported that design options for the bridge had been whittled down to
two: Wishbone or Lotus. By January the department was saying a third option could come into

play.

The state says companies competing for the contract can present their own unique design for
the bridge.

‘The Wishbone and the Lotus are just examples of signature bridge designs,' said Ms.
Cunningham. 'The final signature bridge design will be a result of the concepts proposed by
the design build teams and selected by FDOT and the Aesthetics Review Committee.'

It is hoped the new bridge won’t overshadow the county’s two-building Adrienne Arsht Center
for the Performing Arts and divide downtown from Omni, Edgewater and beyond...

In April 2013, Miami Mayor Tomas Regalado and Commissioner Marc Sarnoff filed a lawsuit
against the transportation department, accusing the state of not following through on a
promise to build 'a transformative signature bridge' as part of 1-395 improvements.

In September 2013 the mayor and Mr. Sarnoff said they’d agreed to set aside the suit and
negotiate a settlement, and about two months later Gov. Rick Scott announced an agreement
with the city in which the state would put up $600 million to rebuild [-395, including a
signature bridge..."

-- John Charles Robbins, Miami Today

Read entire article here

Pasco:"County targets old-style roadside
billboards"
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"The expanse of rolling green pastures along parts of State Road 54 through central Pasco
County is a throwback to the road’s rural roots.

The view even might be considered scenic if not for the billboards plopped in the middle of
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fields, flanked by oblivious cows seeking shade from the noonday sun.

Pasco commissioners are considering ways to dismantle the massive signs that mar the
county’s disappearing vistas.

At a workshop this week, commissioners asked their staff to come up with an ordinance to rid
the county of its proliferation of static billboards and replace them with a smaller number of
digital billboards that can display multiple advertisements...

Commissioners in 1999 decided they would not allow any new billboards to be erected in
Pasco County. That year, there were 537 billboards registered along well-traveled Pasco
County roads. There are fewer now, county officials say.

Now commissioners are looking at ways to take down most of the remaining ones.

Most are static billboards, a type of signage that has been around since Roman times. But
commissioners say their time is past.

They want to replace them with digital billboards featuring computer-controlled electronic
displays of ads that rotate every six to eight seconds...

Staff members first must conduct an inventory of billboards throughout the county, put
together settlement agreements with billboard companies that now hold valid permits, amend
the current county ordinance, and then schedule and hold meetings with the billboard
companies and other interested parties.

Blair said staff members already have had initial discussions with the companies that own most
of the billboards in Pasco, including Champion Outdoor Advertising, Clear Channel Outdoor,
Outfront Media and Logan Outdoor Advertising. She said they have been receptive to the idea
of swapping static billboards with electronic ones.

Pinellas County allowed billboard companies to swap out five static billboards for one digital
sign, and the city of Tampa permitted companies to swap out nine static billboards for one
digital.

But Gary Barbosa, who has owned Champion Outdoor Advertising in Pasco County since 1988,
wonders about the motives of the national billboard companies that are approaching
governments with proposals to swap out billboards.

‘There are a lot of economics and dynamics to consider," he said. 'Some of the billboards the
national companies are swapping out are at junk locations or are covered by trees. It’s not an
equal swap. They want to trade garbage for gold.'

Barbosa said he and other smaller independent outdoor signage companies don’t have that
luxury.

He said he has erected 26 static billboards and four electronic billboards with changeable ads
in Pasco.

'I don’t have any garbage,' he said. 'Every one of my billboard locations is vital.'
The proposed billboard swap also puts small businesses at a disadvantage, he said.

‘Billboards always get a bad rap but there are a lot of local businesses that depend on them,'
Barbosa said.

'‘Most of my advertisers are mom-and-pop businesses that couldn’t afford to be on a digital
billboard."'

Depending on the size and location, a business would pay $300 to $2,000 a month to advertise
on a static billboard. By contrast, businesses can pay up to $25,000 a month for an eight-
second spot looping every 64 seconds on a digital billboard.

'To make that kind of investment worth it, it’d have to be seen by more than 100,000 cars a
day, and few roads in Pasco County have that kind of traffic,' Barbosa said.

Nevertheless, Commissioner Moore said the county’s static billboards can’t come down fast
enough.

'Let’s not sit here and talk about it for a year and a half,' he said. 'Just model it after the
ordinances in surrounding counties. Then pull down 10 (static billboards) and replace it with
one (digital billboard).’

...Commissioner Kathryn Starkey urged staff members to include residents in the process.
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'We have residential communities fronting on State Road 54 and U.S. 19 that will be affected
by electronic billboards," she said, noting the commission received backlash from residents
when a lighted static billboard was erected at the intersection of Collier Parkway and State
Road 54.

'Someone in their home shouldn’t have to look out their window at an electronic billboard,'
she said."

-- D’ann Lawrence White, Tribune

Read entire article here
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